
Basic In-Text Citation Rules 

General Guidelines  

 The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1.) upon the source medium 

(e.g. Print, Web, DVD) and (2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited (bibliography) page.  

 Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information on the 

Works Cited page. More specifically, whatever signal word or phrase you provide to your readers 

in the text, must be the first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of the corresponding entry 

in the Works Cited List. 

In-Text Citations: Author-Page Style 

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and 

the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete 

reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence 

itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear 

in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For example: 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous 

overflow of powerful feelings" (263).  

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of 

powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263).  

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative 

process (263). 

The both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the information in 

the sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named Wordsworth. If readers want more 

information about this source, they can turn to the Works Cited page, where, under the name of 

Wordsworth, they would find the following information: 

Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. London: Oxford U.P., 1967. Print. 

In-text Citations for Print Sources with No Known Author 

When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name. Place the 

title in quotation marks if it's a short work (e.g. articles) or italicize it if it's a longer work (e.g. plays, books, 

television shows, entire websites) and provide a page number. 

We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because 

this region has “more readily accessible climatic data and more 

comprehensive programs to monitor and study environmental change . . . 

” (“Impact of Global Warming” 6). 



In this example, since the reader does not know the author of the article, an abbreviated title of the article 

appears in the parenthetical citation which corresponds to the full name of the article which appears first at 

the left-hand margin of its respective entry in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer includes the title in 

quotation marks as the signal phrase in the parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader directly to the 

source on the Works Cited page. The Works Cited entry appears as follows: 

“The Impact of Global Warming in North America.” GLOBAL WARMING: Early 

Signs. 1999. Web. 23 Mar. 2009. 

Citing the Bible 

In your first parenthetical citation, you want to make clear which Bible you're using (and underline or 

italicize the title), as each version varies in its translation, followed by book (do not italicize or underline), 

chapter and verse. For example: 

Ezekiel saw "what seemed to be four living creatures," each with faces 

of a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle (New Jerusalem Bible, Ezek. 1.5-

10). 

Citing Indirect Sources 

Sometimes you may have to use an indirect source. An indirect source is a source cited in another source. 

For such indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually consulted. For example: 

Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social 

service centers, and they don't do that well" (qtd. in Weisman 259). 

Citing Non-Print or Sources from the Internet 

Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for electronic sources because of 

the absence of page numbers, but often, these sorts of entries do not require any sort of parenthetical 

citation at all. For electronic and Internet sources, follow the following guidelines: 

 Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited entry that corresponds to the 

citation (e.g. author name, article name, website name, film name).  

 You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web browser’s print 

preview function.  

 Unless you must list the website name in the signal phrase in order to get the reader to the 

appropriate entry, do not include URLs in-text. Only provide partial URLs such as when the name 

of the site includes, for example, a domain name, like CNN.com or Forbes.com as opposed to 

writing out http://www.cnn.com or http://www.forbes.com. 

Electronic Sources 



One online film critic stated that Fitzcarraldo is "...a beautiful and 

terrifying critique of obsession and colonialism" (Garcia, “Herzog: a 

Life”). 

The Works Cited entry is as follows: 

Garcia, Elizabeth. "Herzog: a Life." Online Film Critics Corner. The Film 

School of New Hampshire, 2 May 2002. Web. 8 Jan. 2009. 

MLA 2009 Works Cited Page: Basic Format 

According to MLA style, you must have a Works Cited page at the end of your research paper. All entries 

in the Works Cited page must correspond to the works cited in your main text. 

Basic Rules 

 Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have 

the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper.  

 Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation 

marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.  

 Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.  

 Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging indent.  

 List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that 

appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-50. 

Additional Basic Rules New to MLA 2009 

 For every entry, you must determine the Medium of Publication. Most entries will likely be listed 

as Print or Web sources, but other possibilities may include Film, CD-ROM, or DVD.  

 Writers are no longer required to provide URLs for Web entries. However, if your instructor or 

publisher insists on them, include them in angle brackets after the entry and end with a period. For 

long URLs, break lines only at slashes.  

 If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that you 

retrieved from an online database, you should type the online database name in italics. You do not 

need to provide subscription information in addition to the database name. 

Capitalization and Punctuation 

 Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles, short 

prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the 

Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose.  

 New to MLA 2009: Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, 

magazines) and quotation marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles) 

Basic Format 

The first-give author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. 

The basic form for a book citation is: 



Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year 

of Publication. Medium of Publication. 

Book with One Author 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print. 

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print. 

Book with More Than One Author 

The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author names appear in first name 

last name format. 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. Print. 

Book by a Corporate Author or Organization 

A corporate author may include a commission, a committee, or a group that does not identify individual 

members on the title page. List the names of corporate authors in the place where an author’s name 

typically appears at the beginning of the entry.  

American Allergy Association. Allergies in Children. New York: Random, 1998. Print. 

A Work Prepared by an Editor 

Cite the book as you normally would, but add the editor after the title. 

Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. Ed. Margaret Smith. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1998. Print. 

Anthology or Collection (e.g. Collection of Essays) 

To cite the entire anthology or collection, list by editor(s) followed by a comma and "ed." or, for multiple 

editors, "eds" (for edited by). This sort of entry is somewhat rare. If you are citing a particular piece within 

an anthology or collection (more common), see A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection below. 

Hill, Charles A., and Marguerite Helmers, eds. Defining Visual Rhetorics. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum 

Associates, 2004. Print. 

Peterson, Nancy J., ed. Toni Morrison: Critical and Theoretical Approaches. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 

1997. Print. 

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection 



Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The basic form is 

for this sort of citation is as follows: 

Lastname, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). Place of Publication: 

Publisher, Year. Page range of entry. Medium of Publication. 

Swanson, Gunnar. "Graphic Design Education as a Liberal Art: Design and Knowledge in the University and 

The 'Real World.'" The Education of a Graphic Designer. Ed. Steven Heller. New York: Allworth Press, 

1998. 13-24. Print. 

A Government Publication 

Cite the author of the publication if the author is identified. Otherwise, start with the name of the national 

government, followed by the agency (including any subdivisions or agencies) that serves as the 

organizational author. For congressional documents, be sure to include the number of the Congress and the 

session when the hearing was held or resolution passed. US government documents are typically published 

by the Government Printing Office, which MLA abbreviates as GPO.  

United States. Cong. Senate. Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearing on the Geopolitics of Oil. 

110th Cong., 1st sess. Washington: GPO, 2007. Print. 

United States. Government Accountability Office. Climate Change: EPA and DOE Should Do More to 

Encourage Progress Under Two Voluntary Programs. Washington: GPO, 2006. Print. 

A Pamphlet 

Cite the title and publication information for the pamphlet just as you would a book without an author. 

Pamphlets and promotional materials commonly feature corporate authors (commissions, committees, or 

other groups that does not provide individual group member names). If the pamphlet you are citing has no 

author, cite as directed below. If your pamphlet has an author or a corporate author, put the name of the 

author (last name, first name format) or corporate author in the place where the author name typically 

appears at the beginning of the entry. (See also Books by a Corporate Author or Organization above.) 

Women's Health: Problems of the Digestive System. Washington: American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists, 2006. Print. 

Your Rights Under California Welfare Programs. Sacramento, CA: California Dept. of Social Services, 2007. 

Print. 

Article in a Magazine 

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in quotations marks, and italicizing the 

periodical title. Follow with the date of publication. Remember to abbreviate the month. The basic format is 

as follows: 



Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages. Medium of publication. 

Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71. Print. 

Article in a Newspaper 

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the different pagination in a newspaper. 

If there is more than one edition available for that date (as in an early and late edition of a newspaper), 

identify the edition following the date (e.g., 17 May 1987, late ed.). 

Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington Post 24 May 2007: 

LZ01. Print. 

Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late ed.: A1. Print. 

An Article in a Scholarly Journal 

In previous years, MLA required that researchers determine whether or not a scholarly journal employed 

continuous pagination (page numbers began at page one in the first issue of the years and page numbers 

took up where they left off in subsequent ones) or non-continuous pagination (page numbers begin at page 

one in every subsequent issue) in order to determine whether or not to include issue numbers in 

bibliographic entries. The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 7th edition (2009) eliminates this 

step. Always provide issue numbers, when available. 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume.Issue (Year): pages. Medium of publication. 

Bagchi, Alaknanda. "Conflicting Nationalisms: The Voice of the Subaltern in Mahasweta Devi's Bashai Tudu." 

Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature 15.1 (1996): 41-50. Print. 

Abbreviations Commonly Used with Electronic Sources 

If publishing information is unavailable for entries that require publication information such as 

publisher (or sponsor) names and publishing dates, MLA requires the use of special abbreviations to 

indicate that this information is not available. Use n.p. to indicate that neither a publisher nor a 

sponsor name has been provided. Use n.d. when the Web page does not provide a publication date. 

When an entry requires that you provide a page but no pages are provided in the source (as in the 

case of an online-only scholarly journal or a work that appears in an online-only anthology), use the 

abbreviation n. pag. 

Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases) 

Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in MLA style. Not 

every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of the following 

information as possible both for your citations and for your research notes: 

 Author and/or editor names (if available)  

 Article name in quotation marks (if applicable)  



 Title of the Website, project, or book in italics. (Remember that some Print publications have Web 

publications with slightly different names. They may, for example, include the additional 

information or otherwise modified information, like domain names [e.g. .com or .net].)  

 Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, volumes, or issue numbers.  

 Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date.  

 Take note of any page numbers (if available).  

 Date you accessed the material.  

 URL (if required, or for your own personal reference). 

Citing an Entire Web Site 

It is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information available 

on one date may no longer be available later. Be sure to include the complete address for the site. 

Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is given. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of institution/organization 

affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if available). Medium of 

publication. Date of access. 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008. Web. 23 April 

2008. 

Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003. Web. 10 May 2006. 

A Page on a Web Site 

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the information covered 

above for entire Web sites. Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if not 

publishing date is given. 

"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow.com. eHow, n.d. Web. 24 Feb. 2009. 

An Image (Including a Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph) 

Provide the artist's name, the work of art italicized, the date of creation, the institution and city where the 

work is housed. Follow this initial entry with the name of the Website in italics, the medium of publication, 

and the date of access. 

Klee, Paul. Twittering Machine. 1922. Museum of Modern Art, New York. The Artchive. Web. 22 May 2006. 

An Article in a Web Magazine 

Provide the author name, article name in quotation marks, title of the Web magazine in italics, publisher 

name, publication date, medium of publication, and the date of access. Remember to use n.p. if no 

publisher name is available and n.d. if not publishing date is given. 



Bernstein, Mark. "10 Tips on Writing the Living Web." A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites. A List 

Apart Mag., 16 Aug. 2002. Web. 4 May 2009. 

Article in an Online-only Scholarly Journal 

MLA requires a page range for articles that appear in Scholarly Journals. If the journal you are citing 

appears exclusively in an online format (i.e. there is no corresponding print publication) that does not make 

use of page numbers, use the abbreviation n. pag. to denote that there is no pagination for the publication. 

Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future Directions.” Social Work 

and Society: The International Online-Only Journal 6.2 (2008): n. pag. Web. 20 May 2009. 

Article in an Online Scholarly Journal That Also Appears in Print 

Cite articles in online scholarly journals that also appear in print as you would a scholarly journal in print, 

including the page range of the article. Provide the medium of publication that you used (in this case, Web) 

and the date of access. 

Wheelis, Mark. "Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and Toxin Weapons 

Convention." Emerging Infectious Diseases 6.6 (2000): 595-600. Web. 8 Feb. 2009. 

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service) 

Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other 

subscription services just as you would print sources. Since these articles usually come from periodicals, be 

sure to consult the appropriate sections of the Works Cited: Periodicals page, which you can access via its 

link at the bottom of this page. In addition to this information, provide the title of the database italicized, 

the medium of publication, and the date of access.  

Junge, Wolfgang, and Nathan Nelson. “Nature's Rotary Electromotors.” Science 29 Apr. 2005: 642-44. Science 

Online. Web. 5 Mar. 2009. 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal 50.1 (2007): 

173-96. ProQuest. Web. 27 May 2009. 

 

 

 

Source:  

 
Purdue OWL. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The Purdue OWL. Purdue U Writing Lab, 

4 November 2009. Web. 10 Nov. 2009. 

 

 



An Interview 

Interviews typically fall into two categories: print or broadcast published and unpublished 

(personal) interviews, although interviews may also appear in other, similar formats such as in 

email format or as a Web document. 

Personal Interviews 

Personal interviews refer to those interviews that you conduct yourself. List the interview by the 

name of the interviewee. Include the descriptor Personal interview and the date of the interview. 

Purdue, Pete. Personal interview. 1 Dec. 2000. 

Published Interviews (Print or Broadcast) 

List the interview by the name of the interviewee. If the name of the interview is part of a larger 

work like a book, a television program, or a film series, place the title of the interview in 

quotation marks. Place the title of the larger work in italics. If the interview appears as an 

independent title, italicize it. Determine the medium of publication (e.g. print, Web, DVD) and 

fill in the rest of the entry with the information required by that medium. For books, include the 

author or editor name after the book title. 

Note: If the interview from which you quote does not feature a title, add the descriptor Interview 

(unformatted) after the interviewee’s name. You may also use the descriptor Interview by to add 

the name of the interview to the entry if it is relevant to your paper. 

Gaitskill, Mary. Interview with Charles Bock. Mississippi Review 27.3 (1999): 129-50. Print. 

Amis, Kingsley. “Mimic and Moralist.” Interviews with Britain’s Angry Young Men. By Dale Salwak. 

San Bernardino, CA: Borgo, 1984. Print. 

Online-only Published Interviews 

List the interview by the name of the interviewee. If the interview has a title, place it in quotation 

marks. Cite the remainder of the entry as you would other exclusive Web content. Place the name 

of the Website in italics, give the publisher name (or sponsor), the publication date, the medium 

of publication (Web), and the date of access. Remember that if no publisher name is give, insert 

the abbreviation n.p. 

Note: If the interview from which you quote does not feature a title, add the descriptor Interview 

(unformatted) after the interviewee’s name. You may also use the descriptor Interview by to add 

the name of the interview to the entry if it is relevant to your paper. 

Zinkievich, Craig. Interview by Gareth Von Kallenbach. Skewed & Reviewed. Skewed & Reviewed, 

2009. Web. 15 Mar. 2009. 



Speeches, Lectures, or Other Oral Presentations (including Conference Presentations) 

Provide the speaker’s name. Then, give the title of the speech (if any) in quotation marks. Follow 

with the name of the meeting and organization, the location of the occasion, and the date. Use the 

descriptor that appropriately expresses the type of presentation (e.g. Address, Lecture, Reading, 

Keynote speech, Guest Lecture). Remember to use the abbreviation n.p. if the publisher is not 

known; use n.d. if the date is not known. 

Stein, Bob. Computers and Writing Conference. Purdue University. Union Club Hotel, West 

Lafayette, IN. 23 May 2003. Keynote address. 

 


